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Sanding

Avoiding
hand
sanding

Brush sander offers
advantages of hand sanding
affordably and in less time

by Ken Jennison
kiennison({@wattnet.net

tween a good finish and a great finish boils down to
one thing — the quality of the surface being finished.

Individua] linishing products aside, the difference be-

And in that area, it's all about sanding. Efficient sander — Ron Stewart, owner of R& S

To achieve a u-u]y mp-nmch surface, cabinetmakers qudworks in Newberry, Fla., runs a door Ihmugh_h;’s shop’s
have relied on time- and labor-intensive hand sanding AbGEpe T Sy ades Siniiatiim. Jeos pliteigil

o impressed with the efficiency the sander has brought to his

to produce the desired quality level. However, that may shop, noting that the sander could have easily replaced one of
soon be changing. The SuperBrush line of brush sand- his employees, if the shop had enough sanding to do.
ers currently being produced by Eagan, Minn.-based
SuperMax Tools offers shop owners an affordable way
to quickly get the results typically expected from hand Purchasing a SuperBrush
sanding. Both Williams and Stewart were looking for ways to

Scott Williams, owner of Williams Furniture and reduce the amount of hand sanding done in their respec-
Cabinet Manufacturing in Perry, Mich., and Ron Stewart, tive shops when they purchased their brush sanders.
owner of R & S Woodworks in Newberry, Fla,, have each Williams had tried adding a denibbing brush to the back
purchased SuperBrush brush sanders in the last year. of his Timesavers sander, but was not satisfied with the
Williams uses a SuperBrush 36-inch, while Stewart runs results. This led him to purchase a SuperBrush,
a superBrush 24-inch. For both shops, the sander has Stewart was actively looking at adding brush sanding
had a significant impact on their operations, technology to his shop without incurring the level of cost

normally associated with orbital brush sanders. "We ac-

Background tually thought about converting our dual drum sander to

Unlike widebelt or drum sanders which are typically a brush sander,” Stewart recalls. “In the process we ran
used for harsh sanding, brush sanders rely on either a across a guy at Industrial Brush who indicated they were
steel brush or nylon/silicon carbide brush for removing the ones that wound the brush heads for SuperBrush.”
material. Woodworkers lend to use a nylon brush in 120 After months of discussion and research, Stewart
micron grit, which is the equivalent of 220 grit sandpa- ended up purchasing a SuperBrush at IWF 2006 after
per. Micron grits of 80 and 240 also are available. continued »
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Mouldings too — At Williams Furniture and Cabinet
Manufacturing in Perry, Mich., all crown mouldings are run
through the shop’s 36-inch SuperBrush sander. Shop owner
Scott Williams says, “It eliminates a lot of handwork, and
there’s no way that anyone could keep up with that machine.”

looking at what else was offered. At a price point in the
neighborhood of $8,000, a SuperBrush was significantly
less than orbital brush sanders. “1 was real impressed
overall, because we thought we were going to have to
spend quite a bit more money to get the type of resulls
that we're getting from this machine,” Stewart says. “And
then just look at the machine — it's got a Baldor motor
and beefy Square D switches. It's well made.”

Results

Both Williams and Stewart have been pleased with
the results they have gotten from their respective Super
Brush sanders, "It cleans our product and opens the grain
for our stain,” Williams says. “Our finish is much better,
by far. Our product is spotless. It denibs all our cabinet
fronts and it breaks all the edges.”

In Stewarl’s shop, the sander is used to dress every-
thing. “We'll run everything through, we'll line bore ev-
erything, clean up the edge band and run panels through.
It just gets them beautiful before we stain them.”

Advantages

One of the biggest advantages that Williams and
Stewart have found with the SuperBrush is time savings.
“I just ran twelve kitchens between last night and today,
and we're done denibbing, and everything is going into
paint,” Williams says. "That's doors, cabinet fronts and
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Better finish — scott Williams says the SuperBrush
sander has helped with the shop's finishes. “Our finish is much
better, by far. Our product is spotless. It denibs all our cabinet
[fronts and it breaks all the edges.”

Advantagels Dfa :
SuperBrush sander !

Speed

drawer covers."
Stewart agrees.
“Even if we did
nothing but denib- Low learning Curve
bing or white

Inexpensij ;
: slve price poi
wood sanding, point

Multiple brush Options

it would be
; : e Denibs ;
/ S, 0
W(:‘Ir'ih it. We're = PENs grain, breaks
a small shop,

and we probably
could've have
replaced one of
our employees
easily, if we had
enough sand-
ing to do.”

The short learning curve on the sander has
been a plus as well. In Stewart's shop the SuperBrush
was used right away on a job that they needed to get out
the door. “We kind of let the machine show us what it
could do and then we made some adjustments based on
the results,” Stewart says. "But it was pretty easy, actu-
ally.”

Williams notes that some woods require a little more
attention with the sander. “The only thing I've gol to be
careful of is on our oak. The oak is a little bit softer than

continued »
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the hickory or the maple. You've
got to learn how to use your brush
speed and slow it down on your

pleasantly surprised to find that the
sander worked for mouldings as
well. “You do have to make some

solter woods.” pressure-feed roller adjustments to
be able to run moulding through
Mouldings too the sander, but from what little

Both Williams and Stewart were bit we've done with it in terms of

Sealer Sander
Profiles

Mouldings
Stain Sandin I3
Whitewood Sanding

Nylon/Silicon Carbide
20 Grit .I”il't.ff}‘.lfe-' Byush
Other grits dffefed

SuperMax TooLs = 1275 CoroRraTe CENTER DRIVE *

St.PauL, MN 55121
SEE OUR FULL LINE AT WWW.SUPERMAXTOOLS.COM

SuperMax Tools: added notes-

Sealer sanding of paneled doors and mouldings is one of the most popular applications (and the
original intent) for the SuperBrush sander and can be easily accomplished with the correct brush
head and machine settings.

The SuperBrush sanders are incredibly diverse and able ro effectively sand a wide variety of applica-
tions. Dozens of brush heads are available to do everything from panel cleaning, ro easing edges to
de-nibbing, profile sanding ro distressing. Nylon bristles brushes impregnated with silicon carbide,
Sflatter (strips of abrasives backed with bristles) and wire brushes are available in a wide variety of
grits and configurations. Custom brush heads are also available. Brush heads are easily inter-
changeable to quickly utilize the correct brush for the application at hand.

To help choose the correct brush head or heads, SuperMax Tools offers a testing service to run samples

submitted by potential customers to identify the correct brush or brushes for the applications. Sam-
ples are then returned ro the customer for evaluation. This assures the customer of the correct brush
Jor the application and it dramatically reduces the learning curve of how to use the SuperBrush for
their particular application(s).
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moulding, it does a great job on that
as well,” Stewart says.

Williams agrees. “We run the
living davlights out of this. The
brushes don't really wear down,
and | use it aggressively. I run all my
crown mouldings through, because
we manufacture all our own mould-
ings. It takes any glazing off from
our knives and from the moulders.
All our square-edge trim that we
put on our shelving and stuff, I run
it through. It does a clean job and it
will break the edges nicely. It elimi-
nates a lot of handwork, and there’s
no way that anyone could keep up
with that machine.”

‘We run the living
daylights out of this.
The brushes don't really
wear down, and | use it
aggressively.

Phenomenal cleaning
Williams notes that a number of
shop owners have contacted him
asking whether the SuperBrush
with a 120-micron brush will sand
sanding sealer. “The SuperBrush
will hit sanding sealer, but there's
a special technique to really sand it
good. The brush won't sand sand-
ing sealer thoroughly. It's not going
to pull the tips off or anything like
that. We sand our sanding sealer by
hand," he says, adding “this brush
does a phenomenal job of cleaning
and then sending the product out
that's spotless, ready to go."” [

For more information on products mentioned
in this article arcle the numbers on the
Reader Service Card i this issue.

SuperMax Tools, SuperBrush sander.......w..257
wiww.supermaxtools.com

Timesavers sander. 258
www.timesaversine.com
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